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SUBJECT
Creation of a new CEN/TC ‘Geothermal and water boreholes’
BACKGROUND
On 24 March 2016, AFNOR submitted a proposal to CCMC for the creation of a new Technical
Committee entitled ‘Geothermal and water boreholes’, for which the details are provided in
Annex 1 to BT N 10318.
The proposal to establish this new Technical Committee should be seen as a contribution to an
overarching goal to reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions (GHG), to which numerous states and
all EU Member states have committed. Water and geothermal borehole developments are seen
as a contribution to this goal. Standardization work on the matter will help the sector deal with
current issues, enhance performance and confidence in the sector, and widen acceptance of
geothermic activities.
While the work is not identified as being in support of European legislation, geothermal energy
is well identified in the Renewable Energy Directive (2009/28/EC). Moreover the work will bring
benefits for SME’s and environmental protection.
The Committee will concentrate primarily on developing standards to reach the following
objectives:
•

to guarantee that drilling and borehole development are planned, performed and
operated based on good practices for the protection of groundwater in terms of both
quality and quantity and the protection of the environment;

•

to support a growing sector by developing specifications for all parties involved in the
planning and operation along the whole value chain.

By Resolution BT C75/2009, BT decided that both of the following criteria are to be met for
acceptance of such a proposal for new work (in a new area):
•
•

A two-thirds majority of the votes cast (abstentions not counted) are in favour of the
proposal (or more);
At least 5 members express commitment to participate.

As a consequence, BT Members are requested to state explicitly, by means of the
commenting field provided in the BT-balloting tool, whether or not they are committed to
participate in the work.
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PROPOSAL(S)
BT,
•

having considered the proposal for a new field of technical activity (Form A) submitted by
AFNOR as included in Annex 1 to BT N 10318;

•

considering that the following members have expressed commitment to participate:
o <members>

•

decides:
o

to create a new Technical Committee, CEN/TC xxx ‘Geothermal and water boreholes’
with the scope as provided in Annex1 to BT N 10318;

o

to allocate the Secretariat of CEN/TC xxx to AFNOR.
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